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Activities 2009: Northern Europe

Seminar & meeting

Tarto, Estonia 

15-17. June 2009

Topic 

Å International higher 
education cross-border 
cooperation in the 
Eastern Baltic Sea 
Region



Activities 2009: Southern Europe

1st AEBR Youth Summer seminar 

Friuli -Venezia-Giulia 

13-18. July 2009

Topics: 

Day of the host region

Day of the host university

Day of the host city

Day of CBC

Day of neighbouring regions



ñBORDER AND 

EMPLOYMENTò 

SEMINAR

Lappeenranta - Vyborg

31.7-1.8.2009

Joint arrangement with 

Akava - Confederation of 

Unions for Professional and 

Managerial Staff in Finland

Northern Europe



Activities 2009: Central Europe

Seminar 

Belgorod, Russia

10. September 2009

Topic: Tourism and

Territorial cohesion

Task Force meeting

Kharkiv, Ukraine

11. September 2009

picture: testing of Prokhorovka Culture Centreôsmeeting premises
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Background 

EU objective: European research area (ERA)

Need to eliminate borders in staff employment, 

Resources and mutual acknowledgement of curricula

EU supportive measures: 

Å Comelius (pupil and research institutions)

Å Erasmus (higher education) 

Å Grundvig (adult education)

Å Jean Monnet (European integration in university sector)

Å cross cutting programme (sectoral programmes exceeding themes)

Naturally also the 7th EU Research Framework Programme

In territorial cooperation, especially INTERREG A Programmes

Coincidental cooperation -> CBC -> efforts at European level

Potentials far from being  fully used
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Difficulties and barriers 

CBC between universities and research centres is more popular in the Northern

and Westernand less in the Southern and Eastern part of the EU

Many universities in Europe work together without joint organisational structures 

or joint publicity

Only a few border and cross-border regionsare actively involved in cross-border

cooperation of universities and research centres

Different structures, competences and procedures, legislation, funding conditions,

education policies, etc. are a hindrance to CBC

A joint qualification framework as regards the workload, education standards, 

study results, skills and profiles is often lacking

The transparency and comparability of offered coursesare not ensured, the mutual

recognition of study degrees and study periods as well as further training is limited

Mobility is also limited as full information is not available across the border

Lacking language skillsmakes the integration for students very difficult

Psychological sensibilityhas an impact on cross-border cooperation
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What to do? 

Investigate conditions(barriers and opportunities) and key elements

necessary for success

Elaborate a joint strategyin research, development and innovation with

proposals ensuring the sustainability and further development of CBC

Mobilise and combine knowledgeavailable on both sides of the border

through cross-border networks with key stakeholders

Coordinate cross-border research activities in order to create synergies

and for the benefit of the regional business sector

Utilise all European and national fundingprogrammes at crossborder level

Initialise joint coursesand degree programmesas well as promote the

cross-border recognition of diplomas

Organise exchanges of students and teachers, providing necessary support and assistance

Improve language skills(language of the neighbouring country, not solely English)

Create the legal conditionsfor sustainable cross border cooperation (e.g. EGTC)
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Added value 

Not solely for border regions but for the European research activities in general (e.g.

by closing the information gap in the ERA-Watch database

Mobilisation of European, national and other public and private resources through 

cross-border action programmes in research, development and innovation

Improvement of cross-border cooperation and facilitation of cooperation in innovation,

research and development between public facilities and private enterprises

Creation of the necessary Ăcritical massñ for particular innovation and research 

facilities that otherwise wouldnôt be located in a border region

Specialisation at regional level with a huge dynamic of innovation through combination 

of competences and joint priorities

Achievement of important progress in cooperation at previous and current

external borders of the EU while using the experiences of the ñoldò EU
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Expected results of cross-border cooperation  

Valuable knowledge for policy makers responsible for the creation of necessary 

conditions for innovation, research and development

Exchange of best practices, recommendations and elaboration of key elements necessary

for successful cross-border cooperation

Creation of joint and adequate framework conditions enhancing cross-border

private and public investments in innovation, research and development

Creation of the necessary Ăcritical massñ for particular innovation and research 

facilities that otherwise wouldnôt be located in a border region

Exploitation of the transfer between basic and applied research and development

Research and innovation networks in a Euroregion or a similar structure

All these factors above can improve the position of the Euroregion
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Role of Euroregions or similar structures:  

Act as service centre and provider, engine and partner in CBC between universities

Bring universities, research and innovation centres, private economy and regional

administrations together on both sides of the border together

Develop cross-border strategies / programmes for research and innovation in 

partnership with network stakeholders

Ensure the provision of funding for programmes and projects

Provide support in terms of project development and funding

Initiate cross-border research and innovation clusters at regional level

Provide information on EU and national legislation with an impact on CBC in this field

Publish research results, etc reports on CB potentials in research, development and

innovation, first of all for the regional economy on both sides of the border

Ensure the sustainability of cross-border cooperation in this field

Aid in problem solving for the benefit of partners / stakeholders working in universities, 

involved in research and innovation


